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IN PRISON ABROAD  

 

The Consulate General will do everything possible to help British nationals who have been 

arrested or detained overseas. 

The Consulate General cannot get you out of jail. 

But we will take action if your rights have been denied or abused. 

If you are detained 

 Remain calm and co-operate.  

 Don't be abusive or violent - it will make things worse.  

 Insist that the British Consul be notified. IT IS YOUR RIGHT.  

 Tell relatives or friends to contact the local British Consul or the FCO in London on 
020 7008 1500. 

 

What the British Consulate General can do for you 

The British Consulate General: 

 

 Will contact you after being notified by the local authorities of your arrest.  
 

 Will visit you as soon as possible - if that is what you want.  
 

 Will give you information on suitably qualified English-speaking local lawyers and the 
legal system. This will include details of legal aid (if available) and prosecution, 
remand, bail, and appeal procedures, so that you know what is happening and are 
aware of your rights.  

 

 Will liaise with the prison authorities to inform you about the prison system, visiting 
arrangements, mail and censorship, privileges, work possibilities and social and 
welfare services.  

 

 Will pass a message to your family if you want. To save money, your family can find 
out what is happening to you by contacting Consular Division at the FCO in London 
(tel: 020 7008 1500 and ask for the Consular Desk Officer for the country where you 
are being held).  

 

 Will ensure that any medical problem you have is brought to the attention of the 
prison doctor. If necessary, we will ask for independent medical advice.  

 

 Will take up (at your request) any justified complaint about ill treatment or 
discrimination with the police or prison authorities.  
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 Will put you in touch with a charity called Prisoners Abroad 
www.prisonersabroad.org.uk   

 

 Will make representations to the local authorities if your trial is unreasonably 
delayed, or is not conducted according to due process.  

 

 Will help you find an interpreter to ensure that you understand the charges against 
you and can understand what is being said at court hearings, in accordance with 
international human rights standards.  

 

In the longer term, the Consulate General: 

 

 Will aim to visit prisoners on a regular basis, usually every six months.  
 

 Will make sure you have a lawyer, or know how to change the one you have if you 
are not satisfied with the existing arrangement.  

 

 Will send you money from your family.  
 

 

What the Consulate General CANNOT do for you 

 

The Consulate General: 

 

 Cannot get you better treatment than is given to locals.  
 

 Cannot give or pay for legal advice, start court proceedings on your behalf, or 
interfere in local judicial procedures to get you out of prison.  

 

 Cannot pay for an independent interpreter 
 

 Cannot investigate a crime.  
 

 Cannot always formally assist dual nationals in the country of their other nationality - 
scope for action may be limited by the laws and practices of the other country. 
However, the Consulate will aim to provide protection for all British passport holders 
who normally live in the UK, regardless of whether or not they are dual nationals.  
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 Cannot pay for prison comforts. If you do not have money or are unable to earn 
money working in prison, your family and friends can send money directly to you or 
via the Consulate. If your family cannot send you money and you are really in need, 
Prisoners Abroad may be able to provide you with a small grant.  

 

 Cannot forward parcels to you on behalf of family and friends. The system has been 
abused in the past when drugs have been sent into prisons.  

 

What you should do for yourself 

 

Prison life can be difficult, but there are things that you can do to make it easier. 

Language: Prison guards may be more helpful if you make an effort to learn the language. If 

you cannot get the books you need inside the prison, or from its shop, ask the prison staff to 

get them for you. If you have problems, contact the Consulate General. 

Legal advice: Your local lawyer is best placed to provide legal advice on your case. Consuls 

are not legally trained and so cannot give legal advice: you should be guided by your lawyer. 

Work: Most people find that work helps to pass time more quickly. You may not be able to 

work while you are on remand. 

Mail: Make sure you know how many letters you are allowed to send. It is important to get 

your affairs in order before a trial. In some countries, restrictions on sending mail are 

imposed after sentencing. 

Health: We have attached information on how to stay healthy in prison. If you fall ill, contact 

the prison doctor in the first instance. If you think you are not getting adequate treatment, 

contact the British Consulate General, or ask someone to contact us for you. 

AIDS: If you are HIV positive or have AIDS, you should tell the Consul. Consuls can give 

you the guidelines used in British prisons. You should remember that Consuls are not 

medical experts and that they cannot ensure that these guidelines are used overseas. But 

they can ensure you get medical treatment. 

Drugs: Many British nationals are detained abroad for drugs offences (over half the total). 

The British Government is determined to stamp out the problem of drugs and co-operate 

with other Governments to stop traffickers and smugglers. If you are arrested for a drugs 

offence, it is likely that the local police will contact the police in the UK. 

Violent/sex offences: The local police may contact the police in the UK if you are arrested 

for a violent offence or a sexual offence. 

Transfer to the UK: There is no prisoner transfer agreement in place between Britain and 

Indonesia. 
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PRISONERS ABROAD 

 

Prisoners Abroad is a UK charity which provides information, advice and support for 

prisoners and their families. They can provide information, limited financial assistance in 

certain situations, vitamins, a regular newsletter and support for families. Prisoners Abroad 

are working collaboratively with the FCO on a variety of projects aimed at delivering services 

to British nationals held in prison overseas. They can keep in touch with you and your family 

throughout your time in prison and help you on release. We strongly advise you to contact 

them and authorise us to share information on your case with them. 

 

Prisoners Abroad 

89-93 Fonthill Road, 

London N4 3JH 

Tel: 020 7561 6820 

Fax: 020 7561 6821 

Website: http://www.prisonersabroad.org.uk 

Email: info@prisonersabroad.org.uk 
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NOTES FOR GUIDANCE OF DETAINEES IN INDONESIA 
 
Please note that every effort has been made to ensure that the information given in this leaflet is accurate, 

but no legal responsibility is accepted for any errors or omissions in it (caused by negligence or 
otherwise). 

1.   ARREST NOTIFICATION. The British Consulate General is usually notified by the police when a British 
National has been arrested.  The time of notification can vary between 24 hours to 96 hours after the arrest has 
taken place. 
 
2.   LENGTH OF PERIOD OF DETENTION. You can be held without charge for a maximum of 20 days.  This, by 
the order of court, can be extended for another 20 days if the police need more time for their investigation. If 
charged you can be held for a further period of 60 days whilst the police conduct their enquiries.  However, this 
period can be extended at the discretion of the Court.  The maximum time between arrest and sentencing is 400 
days. 
 
3.   LAWYERS The British Consulate General will provide you with a list of legal firms who employ English 
speaking lawyers.  Please note the disclaimer at the foot of the list.  You are not obliged to appoint a lawyer from 
this list.  However, only your lawyer can give you legal advice.  The Consulate General cannot. 
 
4.   LEGAL AID Legal aid is generally made available to foreigners by the Police who can provide a Lawyer free of 
charge.  However, this policy does not preclude the granting of legal aid to foreigners entirely as it is within the 
discretion of the court to consider the financial position of any defendant coming before its jurisdiction.  The British 
Consulate General cannot pay your legal costs.  If you are without sufficient funds we can arrange for next-of-kin or 
friends to be contacted.  Funds can be deposited with the Foreign and Commonwealth Office in London or British 
Consulates overseas. 
 
5.   ACCOMMODATION FOLLOWING ARREST You will be held in police detention until you have been formally 
charged and the case is forwarded to the Public Prosecutor.  Once this has taken place you will be transferred to 
the nearest prison. 
 
6.   BAIL There is no system of bail in Indonesia.  However, it is possible to apply to the Court to alter the status of 
the initial terms of detention pending trial (ie by payment into the Court of an appropriate deposit).  For cases which 
are subject to heavy punishment such as narcotics or subversion, this does not apply. 
 
7.   INTERPRETERS FOR FOREIGN DEFENDANTS Proceedings in the criminal jurisdiction are conducted and 
recorded in Bahasa Indonesia.  The court will normally provide and pay for an interpreter for foreign defendants but 
it varies from one region to another.  However, if you wish to appoint a particular interpreter, then this will be at 
your own cost.  It is possible to obtain a sworn translation of the Indonesian language transcript, again at your cost. 
 
8.   COURT APPEALS PROCESS If either the Public Prosecutor or you are not satisfied with the verdict of the 
District Court, either party can lodge an appeal to the High Court.  The appeal should be submitted through the 
secretary of the District Court within 7 days of the verdict.  If no appeal is made within 7 days, it will be assumed 
that the verdict of the District court has been accepted.  Once an appeal has been lodged, it can be withdrawn at 
anytime.  Once it has been withdrawn, it cannot be lodged again. 
 
9.   If either the Public Prosecutor or you are not satisfied with the decision of the High Court taken at the appeal, 
either party can lodge a further appeal to the Supreme Court (except for a decision to free the accused).  The 
request for an appeal must be submitted to the Secretary of the District Court within 14 days of the decision of the 
High Court.  If an appeal is not requested then it will be assumed that the decision of the High Court has been 
accepted. 
 
10.  In addition to the appeals made to the High Court and the Supreme Court, you may request a Supreme Court 
Review Appeal at any time during your sentence following the completion of your previous appeal.  You may also 
make a Presidential (Grasi) Appeal direct to the Indonesian President for clemency. 
 
11.  REMISSIONS Remission is not given to prisoners who have been given a jail term of less than 6 months, to 
recidivists and to these who do not comply with prison regulations.  In all other cases, the following applies 
1) those who have served 6 to 12 months get one months remission 
2) those who have served 12 months or more: 
      first year  - two months remission, second year - three months remission, third year  - four months remission,    
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      fourth and fifth year - five months remission, six and subsequent year - six months remission. 
 
Prisoners who are sentenced due to drugs related case can only be considered for a remission after the prisoner 
has done one third of his/her total length of sentence 
 
Prisoners remission is usually announced on August 17 every year. 
 
12.  INFORMING NEXT-OF-KIN We respect the wishes of persons detained not to inform their next-of-kin of their 
situation.  However, please note that your family may be informed fairly quickly of your detention by reading UK 
local and national newspapers.  Cases that are reported in the English language Jakarta newspapers are picked 
up by UK reporters here and, if thought of media interest, faxed to various tabloids in the UK. 
 
13.  VISITS BY FAMILY/FRIENDS All visitors, whether they be on official business, family or friends, must have a 
letter of authority from the Ministry of Justice (Chief Prosecutor's Office) to visit prisoners who are under the control 
of the Prosecutor ie during the period that the prisoner is transferred from police jurisdiction to the prosecutor's 
jurisdiction leading up to the court case, and also for those who are under the contract of the court ie while the 
case is being heard.  This letter of authority also applies during the complete Appeal process, which, of course, 
may take several months. 
 
14.  CONSULAR VISITS Should you be facing a jail sentence in Indonesia, the British Consulate General will 
provide regular Consular visits.  We visit every 6 months.  If you have a pressing matter to take up with us, please 
do not hesitate to write and we will respond as soon as possible.  We must stress, however, that the Consulate 
General is concerned primarily with your welfare whilst in prison and will seek to monitor your health and well 
being, and to help you to keep in touch with family and friends.  We cannot interfere in the judicial system here in 
Indonesia, nor offer legal advice. 
 
15.  VISITS AFTER SENTENCING Once a prisoner has been tried, sentenced and their appeal finalised, they are 
under the control of the prison authorities and no special permission is required to enable visits to take place.  
Visits can usually only take place during designated visiting times and visitors must present their passports before 
entry to the prison is granted.  If the visitor does not hold the same nationality as the prisoner, then he/she must 
obtain written approval from the prisoner's consular representative. 
 
16.  PRISON CONDITIONS Prison facilities do not compare with those in the United Kingdom.  In addition, prison 
life can be expensive - for instance you may wish to supplement your bedding and food and you will have to pay 
for any medical or dental costs.  Should you be in a position where you have no funds or have no next-of-kin to 
help, Prisoners Abroad, a UK based charity, may be able to assist you.  Please read the leaflet provided.  Payment 
from Prisoners Abroad is sent monthly or quarterly care of the British Consulate General. 
 
17.  PRISONER TRANSFER AGREEMENT No prisoner transfer agreement exists between Great Britain and the 
Republic of Indonesia. 
 
18.  RELEASE FROM PRISON On completion of your sentence you will be escorted to Immigration Detention 
where you will await deportation.  Immigration Detention is a very crowded place and not somewhere to be longer 
than absolutely necessary.  Therefore, if you do not have a valid air ticket, it is essential to organise a ticket as 
soon as possible.  If you do not have funds we can (if you wish) contact next-of-kin or friends on your behalf to 
obtain money.  Upon receipt of money we will purchase an air ticket on your behalf. 
 
BRITISH CONSULATE GENERAL 
JAKARTA 
Deutsche Bank Building 19

th
 floor 

Jalan Imam Bonjol 80 
Jakarta 10310 
Indonesia 
Tel. (021) 2356 5200 
Fax. (021) 398 35538 
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